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Introduction
Investing in stocks can be tricky for beginners. When selecting the stocks to invest in, it is important to master the basics of stock investing. It is also important to determine the best strategy to use to ensure maximum returns and minimal risks. When selecting the stocks to be included in the portfolio, it is essential to look at indicators such as the earnings per share, dividend per share and the performance of the competitors.
In this report, I report on why I selected those specific stocks, whether it was successful or not and the strategy used in investing the stock. 


	MA 
	BA
	MSFT
	WMT
	AAPL

	Date
	Dividend
	Date 
	Dividend
	Date
	Dividend
	Date
	Dividend
	Date
	Dividend

	8/4/2019
	0.33
	9/5/2019
	2.06
	5/15/2019
	0.46
	9/5/2019
	0.53
	10/5/2019
	0.77

	8/1/2019
	0.33
	7/2/2019
	2.06
	2/20/2019
	0.46
	3/14/2019
	0.53
	8/2/2019
	0.73

	5/10/2018
	0.25
	8/11/2018
	1.71
	11/14/2018
	0.46
	6/12/2018
	0.52
	8/11/2018
	0.73

	6/7/2018
	0.25
	9/8/2018
	1.71
	8/15/2018
	0.42
	9/8/2018
	0.52
	10/8/2018
	0.73

	6/4/2018
	0.25
	10/5/2018
	1.71
	5/16/2018
	0.42
	10/5/2018
	0.52
	11/5/2018
	0.73

	8/1/2018
	0.25
	8/2/2018
	1.71
	2/14/2018
	0.42
	8/3/2018
	0.52
	9/2/2018
	0.63

	5/10/2017
	0.22
	9/11/2017
	1.42
	11/15/2017
	0.42
	7/12/2017
	0.51
	10/11/2017
	0.63

	5/7/2017
	0.22
	9/8/2017
	1.42
	8/15/2017
	0.39
	9/8/2017
	0.51
	10/8/2017
	0.63

	5/4/2017
	0.22
	10/5/2017
	1.42
	5/16/2017
	0.39
	10/5/2017
	0.51
	11/5/2017
	0.63

	5/1/2017
	0.22
	8/2/2017
	1.42
	2/14/2017
	0.39
	8/3/2017
	0.51
	9/2/2017
	0.57

	5/10/2016
	0.19
	8/11/2016
	1.09
	11/15/2016
	0.39
	7/12/2016
	0.5
	3/11/2016
	0.57

	6/7/2016
	0.19
	10/8/2016
	1.09
	8/16/2016
	0.36
	10/8/2016
	0.5
	4/8/2016
	0.57

	6/4/2016
	0.19
	11/5/2016
	1.09
	5/17/2016
	0.36
	11/5/2016
	0.5
	5/5/2016
	0.57

	6/1/2016
	0.19
	10/2/2016
	1.09
	2/16/2016
	0.36
	9/3/2016
	0.5
	4/2/2016
	0.52

	7/10/2015
	0.16
	4/11/2015
	0.91
	11/17/2015
	0.36
	2/12/2015
	0.49
	5/11/2015
	0.52

	7/7/2015
	0.16
	5/8/2015
	0.91
	8/18/2015
	0.31
	5/8/2015
	0.49
	6/8/2015
	0.52

	7/4/2015
	0.16
	6/5/2015
	0.91
	5/19/2015
	0.31
	6/5/2015
	0.49
	7/5/2015
	0.52

	7/1/2015
	0.16
	11/2/2015
	0.91
	2/17/2015
	0.31
	11/3/2015
	0.49
	5/2/2015
	0.47

	7/10/2014
	0.11
	5/11/2014
	0.73
	11/18/2014
	0.31
	3/12/2014
	0.48
	6/11/2014
	0.47

	7/7/2014
	0.11
	6/8/2014
	0.73
	8/19/2014
	0.28
	6/8/2014
	0.48
	7/8/2014
	0.47

	7/4/2014
	0.11
	7/5/2014
	0.73
	5/13/2014
	0.28
	7/5/2014
	0.48
	8/5/2014
	3.29

	7/1/2014
	0.06
	12/2/2014
	0.73
	2/18/2014
	0.28
	7/3/2014
	0.48
	6/2/2014
	3.05



	 
	MA
	BA
	MSFT
	WMT
	AAPL

	2019
	0.66
	4.11
	0.92
	1.06
	1.5

	2018
	1
	6.84
	1.72
	2.08
	2.82

	2017
	0.88
	5.68
	1.56
	2.04
	2.46

	2016
	0.76
	4.36
	1.47
	2
	2.23

	2015
	0.64
	3.64
	1.29
	1.96
	2.03

	2014
	0.39
	2.92
	1.15
	1.92
	7.28



Expected investment rate of return
Growth rate 

	
	
	Method 1
	

	Year
	MA
	BA
	MSFT
	WMT
	AAPL

	2019
	6.6
	41.1
	9.2
	10.6
	15

	2018
	10
	68.4
	17.2
	20.8
	28.2

	2017
	8.8
	56.8
	15.6
	20.4
	24.6

	2016
	7.6
	43.6
	14.7
	20
	22.3

	2015
	6.4
	36.4
	12.9
	19.6
	20.3

	2014
	3.9
	29.2
	11.5
	19.2
	72.8

	
	
	
	
	
	


Value of stock = Dividends per share/(Stockholders rate of return-growth rate)
Expected investment rate of return
	
	
	Method 2
	
	

	Year
	MA
	BA
	MSFT
	WMT
	AAPL

	2019
	14.68
	93.76
	28.76
	40
	67.28


Value of stock = Dividends per share/(Stockholders rate of return-growth rate)



Conclusion
Using method 1, the most stable stocks to buy are the MA, BA AND MSFT since they have had a relatively stable performance over the last five years, However, for WMT and AAPL, their performance have declined over the last five years hence no buy.
In the second Method, since there is growth prospects in all the companies, the ones to purchase are the highly performing ones with high rate of return

